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The Rare Earths

he magnetic, phosphorescent and catalytic properties of rare-earth metals (the 15 lanthanides, plus scandium
and yttrium) make them important to the production of numerous technologies—from aerospace components and
cell phones to medical scanning and quantum computing. Here we look at their primary uses and potential sources.
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Rare-earth metals are relatively
abundant in Earth’s crust; however, they
are spread thinly as trace impurities and
require processing of large amounts of
raw ore to obtain at usable purity.
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